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Richard Moore: Great Friend of the 1800’s

Richard Moore (1793-1874), was the most prominent Member of Richland Friends Meeting of the 19th Century and a ‘First Citizen’ of Quakertown.  He arrived in Richland from Gwynedd in about 1813, over one hundred years after the first Quaker Meetings were held in the Great Swamp.  He was a teacher, a schoolmaster, a successful businessman, a pottery owner and operator, a leader in Richland Meeting, and a key character in the Pennsylvania branch of the escaped slave network known as the Underground Railroad.  However, his significance to the community became under appreciated as Quakertown grew more diverse and was less dominated by the Society of Friends through the second and third centuries of Richland’s development.


Richard Moore’s great-great grandfather, Mordecai, was an English Quaker.  He came to America in the late 17th Century and settled in Maryland.  Mordecai’s son Richard, a physician and merchant in Maryland, married Margaret Preston in 1709.  Her father, Samuel Preston, became mayor of Philadelphia in 1711.  This couple, who had five children, were the great-grandparents of Richard Moore of Quakertown. 
A son of Margaret and Richard was also named Mordecai, after his grandfather. The second Mordecai married Elizabeth Coleman.  They had eight children.  The seventh child, Henry, was born on May 29, 1753.  It appears that shortly after Henry’s birth the Moore family moved to Pennsylvania and settled in the Gwynedd area of Montgomery County.  Records show that Morticai (our Richard’s grandfather), died at Montgomery Square, Pennsylvania in 1809.  His son, Henry Moore, married Priscilla Hill Jackson at Gwynedd.  They had seven children.  Their sixth child, son Richard, was born in Montgomery County in 1793. (Leight, p 4)
Richard Moore: Educator

Richard Moore moved from Gwynedd to Quakertown in about 1813, and quickly established himself as a teacher.  Quakertown was becoming an educational and intellectual center.  Quakers always supported education and had good schools.  Home schools were established a hundred years earlier at 
the very beginning of settlement.  By 1762, an addition to the Richland 
Meetinghouse had been built to serve as a school. A separate school house was constructed on Meetinghouse grounds by 1773. Most teachers in the community were Meeting Members, as was Richard Moore.
In 1813, the educational system in the United States was disorganized.  Until the Free School Act was passed in 1834, there were no “public” schools. When Richard Moore arrived in Quakertown, parents were most often required to pay an independent teacher to instruct their children.  Lessons were usually held in the teacher’s home, or at a facility secured by the teacher to serve as a school.  Sometimes, in more enlightened and wealthy communities, poor families could send their children to a “subscription” school that was supported by local funding.  There also were parochial schools established by various religious groups.  These schools were usually open to anyone, regardless of religious faith or cultural background, who could pay the tuition fees.  In Quakertown, the Richland Friends School was the oldest, most respected, and best.
There also were ‘pauper schools’ that were maintained by the county and supported by a Pennsylvania State voucher system.  Township ‘overseers’ determined the specifics of families and students.  If a financial need was proven, the children were educated at public expense.  Teachers would submit a school bill to the overseers.  Expenses, materials and “a going rate” for the instructor (Moore was paid 3 cents per student per day in 1817), were reviewed, approved and submitted to the county commissioners who paid the teachers directly from State provided funds. (Leight,  p 13)

Richard Moore submitted his first request for recompense for educational services on February 7, 1814.  He listed four students, John Dobrey and Charles, Lewis and Elizabeth Phillips.  He undoubtedly had other students who were not eligible for public funding.  The dates of instructional service suggest that Richard Moore had become a schoolteacher in Richland in 1813.  He was nineteen years old. 
Some of Moore’s “invoices” are still retained at the Spruance Library in Doylestown.  His submissions are noted for impeccable handwriting and beautiful calligraphy, at which Moore is said to have been a master.  Moore was a Friend and always used the Quaker way of dating.  The first ‘bill’ was dated “second month, seventh day, 1814.”  Moore continued as an educator in Quakertown for at least another dozen years.
In 1818, Richard Moore and Thomas Lester opened a boarding school in Quakertown.  Since boarding school students tended to be older than typical students and were usually from more wealthy families, Moore submitted no bills to the county for educational reimbursement over the next few years.  Records show that the boarding school was located on east side of Main Street near its intersection with Juniper Street.  It was in a brick building that, several decades later, was used as a Civil War Orphans school.  The building was torn down and replaced sometime in the late 1800’s. There is no record that Thomas Lester was ever a teacher.  He was probably simply a financial partner in the venture. (C.Roberts, p 26).

On January 7, 1819, boarding school master Richard Moore married into one of the most prominent families in Richland when he espoused Sarah Foulke (b. 4/28/1794).  Sarah was the daughter of Theophilus Foulke Jr, a grandson of Hugh Foulke, Richland pioneer and prominent Quaker minister and leader.  Theophilus served as Justice of the Peace in Quakertown and as a member of the Pennsylvania General Assembly, 1794-97.  His prominence is emphasized by the fact that he was invited to dine with President George Washington in February, 1797, when Philadelphia was still the nation’s capital.  Sarah’s father met an untimely death when she was only five.  Theophilus Foulke died when he fell out of a tree he’d climbed to attempt to free an entangled fishing line.  He was 36 years old. (Leight, p 6)
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{Meetinghouse where the Moores and Foulkes worshiped 1795-1862}
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Sarah Foulke Moore’s mother was also of a prominent Richland founding family.  Hannah Lester (b. 1767), was great-grand daughter of Peter Lester, a Richland Friends Meeting founding father and one of the area’s earliest settlers.  Hannah was grand daughter of John Lester, an important civic and Quaker leader during the formative years of the community.  His son, Hannah’s father, was also named John.  Hannah Lester married Theophilus Foulke and they had a daughter named Sarah. (Leight, p 6)

The Foulkes knew, and had business dealings with, Richard Moore.  Sarah’s brothers Thomas and Shipley were trustees of poor children in the community during Richard Moore’s early teaching career.  They undoubtedly directed students to Moore’s school.  Sarah’s uncle Thomas Lester was Moore’s partner in the boarding school venture.  
The boarding school business did not last long.  Some records suggest that Richard Moore closed the school because of health concerns.  It seems more likely that he and Thomas Lester found the business to be unprofitable. By the end of 1820, Moore had begun submitting school bill claims to the township overseers again.  John Jackson Moore, Richard and Sarah’s first child, was born on November 17, 1819.  It is speculated that it had simply become inconvenient to run a boarding school and raise a young family, so Moore reverted to his former profession as a private teacher.

By 1820, the competition for students was intense. Quakertown was fast becoming the top educational center in Bucks County.  Many teachers trained in Quakertown then moved to other parts of the county. An educational “cottage industry” had developed in Richland.  A partial list of teachers in the Quakertown area who submitted claims to the county in 1820 includes: Enos Benner, Martha Foulke, Lewis Lewis, Jacob Bright, John Ball, Jonah Zalmer, Isaac Williams, Thomas Stradling, Priscilla McGinnis, William Payn and, of course, Richard Moore.  In a community whose population was estimated at about 1300 people, with another several thousand scattered across the Richland, Milford and Springfield Townships, it was not economical to teach.  Richard Moore charged 2 ¼ cents a day during this period. (Leight, p 19)
The Pennsylvania “pauper school program” that paid the teachers for was not considered a success. Educational historian S. Alexander Rippa comments in Education in a Free Society:


“Pauper schools…were largely ineffective.  The pauper law required 
parents to declare themselves as paupers before tuition for their 
children could be paid to the nearest private school….There were 
neither standards nor attendance requirements….Most parents refused 
to stigmatize themselves as sufficiently indigent…as a result, there 
were very few children enrolled….Even worse, by 
1828, one half of 
the estimated 400,000 children between the ages of five and 
fifteen throughout the state were not enrolled in any school at all.” 
(Rippa, p 127-128) (Leight, p 19)
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{An Example of Richard Moore’s Invoices from Spruance Library}

Faced with the increasing completion for students and a growing household to support, Richard Moore began preparing himself for a new career.  His last submission for educational expenses was dated April 1, 1825.  Wife Sarah, who was also a teacher by then, submitted her final request for reimbursement on April 25, 1825.  This appears to be the end of the Moore’s careers as teachers.  The Free School Act was finally passed by the  Pennsylvania legislature and signed into law by Governor George Wolfe in 1834, ending the pauper school program.
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{Moore’s House on South Main Street, Quakertown circ 1970}

Richard Moore: Businessman/Potter
There is an historical gap in Richard Moore’s career, from 1825 to 1833.  It is speculated that Moore either became a teacher at the Friends School and we have no records, or that he went to work at the Penrose Pottery on Main Street and was learning the manufacturing business.  In the Pennsylvania Folklife magazine, Professor Lyle Rosenberger of the Historic Preservation program at Bucks County Community College reported in his article “Pottery Making in Quakertown: 1800-1879” that:


In 1800 a small pottery was begun just outside Quakertown borough 
limits by Abel Penrose.  The business was successful and continued 
under Richard Moore and his son John Jackson Moore until 
1879….the pottery continued to operate and 
produce Redware for 
local consumption for many years in spite of changes of ownership. 
(Rosenberger, p 81)
Richard Moore emerged from obscurity in March of 1833.  An advertisement appeared in the Bucks County Intelligencer announcing that Redware was still available from the Penrose pottery which was now operated by Richard Moore. That year Moore appeared on the Richland Township tax records as a ‘potter’ for the first time.  In 1834, Moore purchased the property where the pottery was located.  Abel Penrose had died intestate in 1824, and his brother William finally sold the ‘factory’ to Moore ten years later.  The sale of the sixty-one acre tract that extended along the north side of Old Bethlehem Pike from about a quarter mile below the Meetinghouse to Beaver Run is described as: “all the Messuage Pottery and Plantation of land situate in the township of Richland.” (Leight, p 26)

Soon after he purchased the business, Moore built a grand stone house near the pottery.  It is said that the building, which still stands today on South Main Street, was the first building of any size that was built in Upper Bucks County without ‘spirituous liquors’ being provided to the workmen during construction.  The Richard Moore house was one of the largest and most extravagant residence in the township.(C.Roberts, p 26). 

The question arises, how Richard Moore could afford to purchase the thriving business and construct his impressive home?  He certainly did not become rich during his teaching career.  Henry Moore, Richard’s father, died at Gwynedd in 1824.  No record of the estate has been found but it is speculated that Richard received a large inheritance and invested it in the pottery business and his new home. (Leight, p 26, 27)

An old saying is, “Quakers came to the New World to do good, and they did well.”  Richard Moore was no exception.  His pottery business flourished.  The Quakertown pottery produced high quality, inexpensive ware that was common in homes throughout the region.  Very popular, functional, and decorative Redware items; dishes, jugs, milk pans, were produced at the Penrose/Moore facility for nearly seven decades. (Rosenberger, p 77) (Leight, p 27)

In his article “The Penrose/Moore Pottery: Additional Evidence,” published in the Mercer Mosiac in 1988, Professor Rosenberger exposes the value and size of Richard Moore’s pottery operation. 


 In 1845, Richard Moore decided to insure the three most important 
structures on his small farm from Farmer’s Mutual Fire Insurance 
Society of Warminster, Bucks County…The record survived for 143 
years and provides us with the exact dimensions of two stone 
buildings and one frame structure which he insures for a total of 
$2100.  The two story stone ‘dwelling house’ was insured for 
$1500….Nearby, Richard Moore produced pottery in a two story 
‘stone pot shop’…More important than the ‘pot shop’ was the kiln, 
center of the production cycle. (Rosenberger, p 80) (Leight, p 28)

Richard Moore was the typical, astute Quaker businessman. He took advantage of a good opportunity and improved on it. Penrose/Moore Redware was the cheapest and most commonly used ceramic in the average household in Bucks County in the first half of the 19th Century.  Redware was produced in large quantities at the Quakertown facility and was freighted through out the area of Northampton and Lehigh, Montgomery and Bucks Counties.  Moore’s Redware also was sold in Philadelphia markets.
The Penrose/Moore pottery had access to high quality clay. It was dug on the same 61 acre property on which the Moore house was built; on the north or east side of the “turnpike road” (Old Bethlehem Pike) between Beaver Run crossing and the Meetinghouse.  The property straddled what is now 9th Street and including much of what is now Strayer School grounds.  Moore also owned a two acre tract on the west side of the “turnpike” which was called the Clay Lot. Hence, there was no transport cost.  The raw material was dug only a short distance from the drying sheds and kilns. (Leight, p 28)
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{Professor Rosenberger’s archeological excavations at the site of the Penrose/Moore pottery uncovered some artifacts that are representative of the type of Redware that was produced there}


Bucks County Community College researchers performed analyses on the Moore pottery clay and found:


The most common ingredients were quartz and muscovite. This clay 
is closest in chemical composition to bentonite, which has the 
smallest particle size of any clay.  When a small amount of this clay is 
added to the earthenware clay, plasticity is greatly increased.  Abel 
Penrose and Richard Moore were fortunate to have a fine clay on this 
property which enabled them to produce high quality Redware. 
(Rosenberger, p 81) (Leight, p 28)
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{The original, reassembled artifact found during the Rosenberger dig was reproduced (overlaid image), for the 150th anniversary of the incorporation of the Borough of Quakertown}
Research shows that there are two 19th Century censuses that list the Moore pottery works (1850 and 1860).  In 1850 there are only nine business listed in the predominately agricultural Richland Township.  Three of the nine businesses were potteries. Those operated by a Headman and a Kinsey were far over shadowed by the Moore facility, which was the most prosperous business in the township.  Financial records show that Moore, who was 56 years old in 1850, burned eighty cords of wood and invested $2000 in his business that year.  He employed ten men at the pottery.  It seems that 1850, was one of Moore’s most prosperous years. He sold over $2000 worth of earthenware that year.  Considering contemporary prices, this is a huge amount of production. (Leight, p 28)
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{Kiln at Headman Pottery at Rich Hill}

By 1860, the Moore pottery production was in decline.  The ‘handmade’ industry was slowly being overtaken by large scale machine made wares.  When he was 66 years old, Richard Moore’s business employed only three men.  The pottery was no longer the largest business in Richland, but was still successful and profitable. By that time Moore had achieved an esteemed status in the community as a businessman, leader in the Society of Friends and through his activities in the anti-slavery movement that remains unsurpassed.
Sarah Foulke Moore died in 1852.  Richard died on April 30, 1874. Upon his father’s death, John Jackson Moore continued to operate the business for another five years.  By then he was over 60 years old himself. John Jackson retired and closed the renowned pottery in 1879.  He devoted his final years to farming, to public service, to activities in Richland Friend’s Meeting, and to his hobby as a natur alist. (C. Roberts, p 163)
Richard Moore: Stationmaster/Citizen/Friend

As a birthright and convinced Quaker, Richard Moore believed that all men were equal in the Spirit and the Light.  The illegitimacy of slavery was testified to by Friends from the very beginnings of the Society.  George Fox preached against the practice on his earliest missions.  Philadelphia Yearly Meeting addressed the Concern and pronounced slavery contrary to the Church of Christ and the Society of Friends in 1696.  The Pennsylvania Provincial Assembly emancipated all slaves in the colony and outlawed their importation in 1712.  Queen Anne overruled the Assembly’s decision the following year.

Little headway was made toward liberation well into the next century.  Slavery flourished in all the America colonies and in the United States after independence was gained.  It would not be economical, or kind to the slaves to free them, proponents argued.  Quakers continued to advocate for abolition throughout the 18th Century.  Outspoken Friends such as John Woolman and Anthony Benezet kept the plight of slaves in the forefront of the Society’s concern.  Friends who were slave owners began to “see the light” and free them beginning in the 1760’s.

At Richland Friends Meeting in 1781, Testimonies were adopted against slavery.  Member Elizabeth Potts was disowned for refusing to denounce the institution and to free the slaves she owned.  (C. Roberts, p 17). Generally, however, there was little slave ownership among the Friends or the Germans in Upper Bucks County.  At the time of the establishment of Richland Township in 1734, county records show that there were no slaves at The Swamp.  Slave ownership did become established in the Richland area during the mid 1700’s, but to only a very minor degree.  At the time of the Fries House Tax Rebellion in 1799, county records again show that there were no slaves in Richland or Milford.
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Due primarily to the advocacy of the Society of Friends, the Pennsylvania General Assembly passed legislation in 1780 that was aimed at the gradual elimination of slavery in the State.  The Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition of Slavery was established and was achieving some success by 1788.  Quakers throughout America took the lead in helping escaped slaves achieve freedom and were active in the operation of the clandestine network that became know as the Underground Railroad in the mid 1800’s. (Leight, p 37).

In the early 19th Centenary, Richard Moore, and other Richland Friends, were instrumental in the establishment in Quakertown of an important ‘station’ on the Underground Railroad.  Moore’s pottery became the most important ‘safe house’ in Upper Bucks County. Richland Friends took great risks because, no matter how morally justified, their activities were contrary to Federal and State Laws.

The institution of slavery and the concept of human property ownership by slave masters were sanctioned in the United States Constitution.


Article 4, Section 2, Clause 3; U.S. Constitution: No person held to 


service or labor in one State, under the laws there of, escaping into 
another, shall, in consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be 
discharged from such service or labor, but shall be delivered up on 
Claim of Property to whom such service or labor may be due.  

Due to problems slave masters encountered retrieving ‘lost property’ in States such as Pennsylvania and Ohio, the Federal government passed the first Fugitive Slave Act in 1793.  Slave owners or their agents were permitted to pursue fugitives across State lines.  Local authorities were required to assist in the apprehensions anyway they could. Anyone who harbored, aided or abetted an escaped slave was subject to a fine and imprisonment.  Richard Moore and his ilk were putting themselves at serious risk. 

Richard Moore benefited from free black men living in Bucks County.  In 1837, Moore ran for County Auditor as member of the Whig (Anti-Van Buren), Party.  He defeated Democrat, Dr. F. L. Bodder for the position.  The vote count was 3302 for Moore, 3300 for Bodder.  All but one Democratic candidate was defeated in Bucks County that election.  Fourteen free black men in Middleton Township, which was a Quaker stronghold, had voted for Moore and the other Whigs (how this is known we can only surmise).  

The humiliating defeat enraged the Democrats, who still retained control of the State Legislature.  They blamed the black voters for their losses in Bucks County.  In Harrisburg there was a great deal of concern and debate about slavery and the Underground Railroad activities that had brought the escaped slaves to Pennsylvania.  The Democrats still had enough power to amend the Pennsylvania Constitution the following year, 1838.  The qualification for voting in the State was changed from being a “freeman” to being a “white freeman.”  The right of black men to vote in Pennsylvania was revoked and not reinstated for 32 years, until passage of the Fifteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution in 1870. (Leight, p 7)

The State Legislature took further steps “to conform to the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793.”  When a slave master or bounty hunter entered Pennsylvania in search of ‘lost property,’ he would frequently accuse any black, even freemen and long time residents, of being a fugitive.  The individual accused would then have to prove to a Pennsylvania judge that he was legitimately in the State and was a freeman.  This was often very difficult to do.  The Legislature, in an effort to influence the judges and to ultimately reduce the number of blacks in the State, set different fees to be paid based on the verdicts.  A judge was paid $5 if he found the black person to be a freeman, and $10 if he did not and approved the extradition. (Wikipedia.com; UGRR section).

When slave masters and bounty hunters trailed their escaped property north, they found that there was usually little difficulty following them until they crossed into Pennsylvania’s central counties.  The fugitives then almost magically disappeared.  The pursuers complained that there must be ‘an underground railroad somewhere around here.’  The name stuck, and has entered the lexicon of world history. 

Evidence suggests that Richard Moore began helping fugitive slaves shortly after he took over the Penrose pottery.  1833, coincidentally, was the same year the Motts established the Pennsylvania Anti-slavery Society in Philadelphia.  Within a few years Moore’s pottery was the most important Underground Railroad ‘station’ in Upper Bucks County.

The Underground Railroad was an informal net work of safe houses that were established in the early 19th Century to assist black slaves to successfully escape bondage and find freedom in Canada or Free States.  By the 1850’s, the peak years of slave ‘escapes,’ it is estimated that 100,000 blacks had ‘ridden the Freedom Train.’  About 30,000 of them proceeded on to Canada, where slavery had been abolished in 1830.  






{Underground Railroad routes.  It was referred to by ‘passengers’ who 
had acquired ‘tickets’ as the ‘freedom train’, or the ‘Gospel train’.  
They followed the ‘drinking gourd’ (Ursa Major/Big Dipper), toward 
the ‘promised land’ or “Heaven”; i.e. Canada}
William Still, a free black man of Philadelphia, is considered the ‘father’ of the Underground Railroad.  At the peak of activities he moved as many as 60 fugitive slaves a month through the network.  Still was the youngest of 18 children.  He was born in Burlington County, New Jersey in 1819 (or 1821).  When he moved to Philadelphia in 1844, he was already involved in assisting run-away slaves.  He organized and helped direct the increasingly well used networks that had developed in the State.  He directed some of his ‘cargo,’ or ‘passengers’ to Richard Moore’s ‘station’ in Quakertown.

When William Still moved to Philadelphia he joined the Pennsylvania Anti-slavery Society that had been created my Lucrecia Mott and her husband James in 1833.  Still was very active in the Society and appreciated the aid and assistance he got from Friends everywhere.  He eventually became the Executive Director of the General Vigilance Committee that oversaw all the Pennsylvania UGRR activities. 

Still kept careful records of the fugitives he helped.  He interviewed them and recorded their origin, destination, and vital statistics.  He included details of their journeys, which frequently included a stay-over in Quakertown at the Moore pottery.  William Still was once elated to find, during one of his interviews, that the fugitive slave he was helping was actually his long lost brother.  

Still, who died in 1902, published a book, The Underground Rail Road Records, in 1871.  The ‘stories’ of 649 slaves who found freedom through his network are chronicled.  Several of the ‘stories’ involve slaves who passed through Richard Moore’s ‘station’ at Quakertown.

Hetty Scott [alias Margaret Ducans]  escaped from her slave master in Harvard, Maryland.  Eventually Hetty, her four children and another couple made their way to Quakertown. Still tells us: “Arriving at Quakertown, PA, they found friends of the slave, who welcomed them to their homes and sympathy, gladdening the hearts of all concerned.  For prudential reasons it was deemed desirable to separate the party, to send some one way and some another.  Thus safely, through the kind offices and aid of friends at Quakertown, they were duly forwarded to the General Vigilance Committee in Philadelphia.  Here similar acts of charity were extended to them, and they were directed to Canada.” (Still, p 208) (Leight, p 41)

In another ‘story,’ Still tells us of Harriet Haley and Elizabeth Richardson.  “These travelers succeeded in escaping from George C. Davis, of Harford County, MD.  In order to carry out their plans, they took advantage of Whitsuntide (Pentecost), a holiday, and with marked ingenuity and perseverance, they managed to escape and reach the Quakertown Underground Railroad Station without obstruction, where protection and assistance were rendered by friends of the cause.” (Still, p 234)  (Leight, p 41)

Still tells of three white sisters from Kimberton, Chester County, who provided shelter for escaped slaves who followed the “Drinking Gourd” north.  He says: “These passengers… [were] forwarded in diverse ways…by wagon or carriage, to Richard Moore of Quakertown, in Bucks County about thirty miles distant.” (Still, p 777) (Leight, p 41)

Much can be gleaned about Richard Moore’s activities as a stationmaster on the Underground Railroad from the memories of Edward Magill, who presented a paper on the topic to the Bucks County Historical Society in 1898.  Magill was a youth in Lower Bucks County prior to the Civil War.  His father’s house had been a ‘station.’  Magill had many personal experiences with, and memories of specific events that occurred when escaped slaves passed through Bucks County.

Magill says that the main UGRR route into Pennsylvania came through Adams, York, Lancaster and Chester Counties.  The Bucks County ‘line’ was less well used, and was not as well organized, but many slaves still came that way, via Norristown and Philadelphia.  Magill says, “The home of our friend Richard Moore, in Quakertown…[was] the last important station of the UGRR in…[Bucks] County…and [was] the point where the northeastern Chester County line and most of the Bucks County lines converged.” (Magill, p 501; Leight, p 39)

Magill learned much about the Quakertown station through interviews with Richard Moore’s grandson, Alfred, son of John Jackson Moore.  Alfred grew up in Quakertown during the peak of the UGRR activities.  He became a prosperous attorney in Philadelphia after graduating the University of Pennsylvania Law School in 1868.  Alfred earned much esteem in the City.  He was appointed a Trustee of the Philadelphia Gas Works in 1892, a member of the Department of Charities and Corrections 1897, and a member of the Board of City Trusts in 1900.  Though living in Philadelphia, Alfred maintained the Moore property in Quakertown until his death in 1923. (C. Roberts, p 179)

Alfred explains that his grandfather was not an abolitionist at first, but soon was “prompted by kind sympathy to aid the escaping fugitives on their way.”  As early as the 1830’s, soon after he took over the pottery and constructed his large home, Richard Moore became known to those who were involved in helping escaped slaves.  It was very early in the history of those organized efforts, long before the heyday of Underground Railroad activities, that fugitives started to be sent to Quakertown in increasing numbers. (Magill, p 501, 505) (Leight, p 39)

Alfred told Magill about Joe Smith.  Smith did not not want to continue on to Canada after arriving in Bucks County.  Smith lived and worked at Byberry, where he married a free woman and had two children.  However, there was no statue of limitation for an escaped slave.  In the spring of 1837, or 1838, Smith learned that his previous slave master was in the area looking for him.  Seeking help from local Friends, he was quickly sent to Richard Moore’s in Quakertown.

Smith’s wife and children went to Hatboro first.  They were hidden in a wagon bound for the Moore pottery.  The wagon was loaded with lots of loose hay to conceal the fugitives.  The driver was instructed to tell any authorities that the hay was to pack the pottery he was picking up in Quakertown.  There were no problems during the trip and the family was reunited at Richard Moore’s.  They were promptly sent on to Canada by the “usual route.”  (Magill, p 505-506)

Alfred Moore said that occasionally slave owners showed up in Quakertown at the Moore house.  They had authority to take any suspected escaped slaves.  Though local officials were required to give any assistance required in the apprehensions, they seldom did; especially in the township where Richard Moore was considered a pious hero. “More that once,” Alfred tells us, “the master presented himself at the front door of the Moore house a few moments before the objects of his search, being forewarned of his approach, had escaped by the rear door to a safe place of concealment in the rear.”  (Magill, p 501)  

We can only speculate exactly how many run-away slaves were helped to freedom by Richard Moore.  He was a stationmaster for 30 years.  When the number of fugitives who passed through had already become large he started to keep records of the ‘cargo’ he handled.  By the end of the Civil War, when the Underground Railroad network was no longer necessary, Richard Moore had recorded about 600 names. (Magill, p 502)

A document, in the archives of Duke University, was produced for the Documenting the American South project in 1887.  It tells the story of a former slave who worked for, and lived with Richard Moore for many years.  Henry Franklin (slave name Bill Budd), became a respected and well liked member of the Quakertown community.

Henry Franklin’s parents had been freed and moved to Pennsylvania.  Henry continued to serve as a slave in Maryland until he was 33 years old.  At that time:


…at the festival of Whitsuntide, 1837, having been given permission 
to visit his father for a few days, he decided to avail himself of the 
opportunity offered [to escape].  Henry continued his journey until in 
time he reached the house of Richard Moore, of Quakertown, PA, 
who was a member of the Religious Society of Friends and a kind and 
interested friend of the slave….Believing Henry would be safe there 
and needing help [Moore] employed him and he lived with him for 
seven years, faithfully performing the various duties required, and his 
employer frequently said, “He was always the right man at the right 
place.”  He drove the team connected with the business and by his 
integrity, intelligence, and courteous bearing won the confidence and 
regard of all with whom he mingled and did more to break down 
prejudice against color in the adjoining county than any other 
influence. (Sketch of Henry Franklin, p 2-3) (Leight. p 40)

Henry Franklin was sometimes asked to transport fugitive slaves on their journey to Canada.  The ‘passengers’ would be concealed in wagons of pottery bound for the Lehigh Valley or elsewhere.  Henry ‘dropped them off’ and returned to Quakertown with a load of coal for the kilns or other merchandise. (Leight p 40)

Henry stayed with the Moore’s until 1860, when he moved to Philadelphia.  By the end of the Civil War he was employed as a janitor and messenger by the Academy of Fine Arts in the City.  Franklin became a member of the Colored Baptist Church at 11th and Cherry Streets and served as its treasurer for many years.  

Henry Franklin, the first documented, well regarded black citizen of Quakertown, died in Philadelphia in 1889 at 84 years old.  He never forgot the kindness and respect shown to him by Richard Moore, the Richland Friends and the general population of Upper Bucks County.  Henry was only one of the over 600 slaves who passed through the Quakertown Station on the Underground Railroad, but he is one who deserves to be etched into our community memory. (Leight, p 40)
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{Richland Township map with John Jackson Moore’s property highlighted, circa, 1890}
A clearer picture of the esteem and stature Richard Moore achieved in can be drawn by reviewing a ‘talk’ given to the Bucks County Historical Society on May 28, 1901, by Dr. Joseph Thomas, a pillar of the Quakertown community himself.  Thomas, a wounded Civil War veteran, was a successful physician, a founder and first president of Quakertown National Bank, and one of the architects of the Quakertown School District.  He served in the State Senate in 1878. (Leight, p 44)

Dr. Thomas knew Richard Moore well.  Their careers and renown in Quakertown overlapped.  In his presentation to the Historical Society he said of Richard Moore:


“Richard Moore was identified with the town [of Quakertown] in 
almost every interest and business, religious and social.  He was a 
man of great purity of character, noble nature and generous 
disposition.  In appearance he was portly and dignified in bearing, 
indicative of his true nature….He died in 1874, regretted by every one 
who knew him.” (Thomas, p 49-50) (Leight,  p 44)

The Quakertown where Richard Moore settled in 1813, drastically changed during his lifetime.  Schooling for all children in the State had been free since 1834.  Factories now produced machine made pottery.  An “overground railroad” line through Richland Centre reduced a trip to Philadelphia from a couple of days, to a few hours.  The railroad’s completion, and improvements made to the Bethlehem Turnpike sparked a commercial and industrial growth in Richland. The ongoing influx of Germans continued to dilute the Welsh/English Quaker flavor the community originally had.  Quakertown itself was incorporated as an borough in 1855, then merged with Richland Centre in 1874.  In addition to the ancient Friends Meeting, many other religious denominations had become established.  The St John’s Lutheran Church was built in 1860 and was soon followed by others.  A cruel war had been fought, and the tragic institution of slavery had been abolished in the United States.

In the 136 years since his death, the name and significance of Richard Moore has faded from the community’s memory.  This towering figure in 19th Century Richland history has been almost forgotten.  His ‘grand’ home still stands (2010) a few blocks down Old Bethlehem Pike from the Richland Friends Meetinghouse.  It has been refurbished to contemporary standards.  A small cul-de-sac has been named ‘Moore’s Court’, but few Quakertown residents have even heard of Richard Moore or remember his industry and good works.  In this, the 300th Anniversary year of Richland Friends Meeting, we shine a well deserved spotlight on this, a First Citizen and our Greatest Friend of the second century of the Quakers in Quakertown.
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